
Department of Political Science 

Assam University, Silchar  

Syllabus for M.A. in Political Science  

(Effective from July, 2015) 

(Prepared for the Open Choice Based Credit System) 

For pursuing M.A. Course in Political Science, a student shall have to study twenty 

Courses/Papers evenly distributed between four Semesters covering a period of two years. 

All the Courses in the first Semester are compulsory. In the Second Semester, Course Nos. 

Psc. 203 and 204 are Choice based Open Courses and student from any discipline can opt 

for these Courses. The students of the Department of Political Science, however, may opt for 

only Course No 204 as Choice Based Open Paper. In the Second Semester, students will 

have to earn minimum of Six (6) credits (One Course) and maximum Twelve (12) credits 

(two courses) from other departments in the University. Course No. Psc. 304(A), Psc. 304 

(B)and Psc. 304(C) in the Third Semester and Course No. Psc. 404(A), Psc.404(B) and             

Psc. 404(C) in the Fourth Semester are Optional Courses and a student can opt for any one 

of the three Courses in the Third and Fourth Semester respectively. In the fourth semester 

Students have to undertake one Project Work (Course No. 405) carrying twelve (12) credits. 

Each Course will carry a maximum of 100 marks of which 30 marks will be for Internal 

Evaluation and 70 marks for End-Semester Examination. The Internal Evaluation will be 

made on the basis of Tests, Seminars/Home Assignments etc. The End-Semester 

Examination will be held on the dates decided by the authority concerned covering the entire 

Course Content. 

FIRST SEMESTER 

Psc.101 : Political Philosophy: The Classical Tradition 

Psc.102 : Modern Political Analysis 

Psc.103 : Public Administration: Concepts and Issues 

Psc.104 : Theories and Concepts of International Relations 

Psc.105 : Government and Politics in India 

SECOND SEMESTER 

Psc.201 : Political Philosophy: The Modern Tradition 

Psc.202 : Problems of International Relations 

Psc.203 : Indian Constitution and Government * 

Psc.204 : Human Rights: Theory and Practice* 

PSc.205 : Socio-Economic Foundations of Indian Political System 

*Choice based Open Course 
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THIRD SESMESTER 

Psc. 301 : Classical and Contemporary Marxist Thought 

Psc. 302  : Modern Indian Political Thinkers 

Psc. 303  : Comparative Politics 

Psc. 304(A)  : Indian Administration** 

Psc. 304(B)  : International Law** 

Psc. 304(C)  : Indian Politics: Issues and Problems** 

Psc. 305  : Foundations of Social Science Research 

**Optional 

**Optional 

FOURTH SEMESTER 

Psc. 401 : Contemporary Issues in Political Theory 

Psc. 402 : Political Institutions and Processes in North East India 

Psc. 403 : India’s Foreign Policy 

Psc. 404(A) : Comparative Public Administration** 

Psc. 404(B) : Political Institutions and Processes in South Asia** 

Psc. 404(C) : Political Sociology** 

Psc. 405 : Project Work      

 ** Optional 
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Course No. Psc.404 (C): Political Sociology
** 

 

Unit 

No. 
Course Content 

No of 

Credit 

I 
Political Sociology: Evolution, Meaning, Scope and Relevance: 

Political Sociology and other Social Scs 

6 

II Influence, Power, Legitimacy and Authority 

III 
Elitism & Marxism: Elite Theory, Gaetano Mosca, Roberto Michels, 

Vilfredo Pareto, James Burnham and C.Wright Mills 

IV 

Modern Concepts in Political Sociology: Political Culture, Political 

Socialization, Political Participation, Political Modernization and 

Political Development  

   V 
Political Parties & Pressure Groups, Gender & Politics, New Social 

Movements 

** Optional Course 

Readings: 

1. Ashraf, Ali and L.N.Shama, Political Sociology – A New Grammar of Politics, Universities Press 

(India) Ltd., Hyderabad, 1995. 

2. Bottomore, Elites and Society, Penguin Boks, 1976. 

3. Gupta, Dipankar, Political Sociology in India: Contemporary Trends, Orient Longman, 1995. 

4. Heywood, Andrew, Political Ideologies: An Introduction, Macmilan, 1999. 

5. Mukhopadhyay, Amal, Political Sociology, K.P. Bagchi and Company, Calcutta, 1997. 

6. Rush, Michael and Philip Althoff, An Introduction to Political Sociology, Nelson, 1971. 

7. Sarah Joseph, Political Theory and Power, Foundation Books, New Delhi, 2004. 

 

 

Course No. PSC. 405:  

 

Unit 

No. 
Course Content 

No of 

Credit 

 Project Work 12 

 

 

 

************ 
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