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HIST-C-DISC-551 Age of Mercantilism 

Unit No. Course Content 

Unit - I 

Mercantilism- Definition, Ideas behind Mercantilism, 

Development of Mercantilism in Spain, Portugal, France and England 

Renaissance-The Social Roots of Renaissance, Rise of city states, Nature of 

Renaissance 

Unit - II 

Early Colonial Empire- Portugal and Spain, Innovation and Invention facilitating 

the overseas trade 

The Discovery of America, Age of Conquistador and the Spanish conquest of 

America 

The Portuguese Empire in the Atlantic, Rise of 

Plantation economy, Slave Trade and its Impact on Europe 

Unit - III 

The Impact of Early Colonial Empire on Europe in the 16th century 

The Shift of Economic centre from Mediterranean to the Atlantic 

The Commercial Revolution in the 16th and 17th century Europe 

The Price Revolution 

The Dutch Hegemony in the 16th and 17th century 

Unit - IV 
Seventeenth century crisis, Nature and its impact 

Financial Revolution of the 16th and 17th century 

Unit - V 

Portuguese colonial policy, Spanish colonial policy, 

Dutch colonial policy, French colonial policy, English colonial policy 

English plunder and drain of wealth from India 

Primitive accumulation from Slave trade 

Stages set for Industrial Revolution 

 

 

Suggested Readings: 
Anderson, Perry (1974) Passages from Antiquity to Feudalism, Verso, London. 

Aston, Trevor (ed.) (1965) Crisis in Europe 1560-1660, Essays from Past and Present, 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, London. 

Barmingham, David (1993) A Concise History of Portugal, Cambridge University Press. 

Boxer,C.R. (1965) The Dutch Seaborne Empire 1600-1800, New York. 

Boxer, C.R. (1969) The Portuguese Seaborne Empire 1415-1825, New York. 

Dobb, Maurice (1963) Studies in the Development of Capitalism, Routledge & Sons Ltd., 

London. 

Greene, V.H.H. (1985) Renaissance and Reformation, A Survey of European History Between 

1450-1600, Edward Arnold, London. 

Hall, A.R. (1962) The Scientific Revolution 1500-1800, 2nd ed., London. 

Hay, Denys (1961) The Italian Renaissance – In its Historical Background, Cambridge. 

Hilton, R. (ed.) (1982) Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism, Verso. 

Holton, R.J. (1985) Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism, Macmillan. 

Kearney, H.F. (ed.) (1969) Origins of Scientific Revolution, Problems and Perspectives in 
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History, Longmans, London. 

Miller, E. (ed.) (1971) Cambridge Economic History of Europe, vol. III, Cambridge. 

Parker, G. and L. Smith (ed.) (1978) General Crisis of the 17th Century, Routledge and Kegan 

Paul, London. 

Parry, J.H. (1966) The Spanish Seaborne Empire, London. 

Postan, M.M. (1966) Cambridge Economic History of Europe, vol. II, Cambridge. 

Roll, Eric (1986) History of Economic Thought, Oxford University Press. 

Vries, Jan de (1976) Economy of Europe in an Age of Crisis 1600-1750, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge. 

Wallerstein, Immanuel (1980) The Modern World System II, Mercantilism and Consolidation of 

the European World Economyn1600-1750, New York. 
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HIST-C-DISC-552 Imperialism and Colonialism 

 

 

Unit No. Course Content 

Unit - I Explaining Imperialism 

 Theories of Imperialism and colonialism 

 Capitalism 

 New Imperialism and Expansion 

  

Unit - II Economics of Empire 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Trade and Development 

 Production and Labour 

  

Unit - III Race, Gender and Space 

 Race and Empire 

 Gender and Imperialism 

 Colonial Cities 

  

Unit - IV Culture and Imperialism 

 Colonial Education 

 Colonial Architecture 

  

Unit - V Conflict of Nations and the End of Empires 

 The two World Wars 

 Resistance, Contestation, Nationalism 

 Decolonization and Liberation 

 

 

Suggested Readings: 
 

Explaining Imperialism: 
Hobson, John A. Imperialism, a study. (1902 and later editions) 

Lenin, V.I. Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. New York, 1939. (1st published, 

1916) 

Schumpeter, Joseph. Imperialism and Social Classes. New York, 1951. 

Semmel, Bernard. The Liberal Ideal and the Demons of Empire: Theories of Imperialism from 

Adam Smith to Lenin. Baltimore, 1993. 

Roger Owen and Bob Sutcliffe, eds. Studies in the theory of imperialism. London, 1972. 

Mommsen, WJ., Theories of Imperialism, University Of Chicago Press, 1982. Magdoff, 

H., Age of Imperialism, Monthly Review Press, 2000. 

Bayly, C. A. Imperial Meridian: The British Empire and the World, 1780-1830. London, 

1989. 

Cain, P., and Hopkins, T., British Imperialism: Innovation and Expansion, 1688-1914, 

Longman, 1993. 

Cain, P., and Hopkins, T., British Imperialism, 1688-2000, Longman, 2001. 

Cain, P.J. and Hopkins, A.G. “Gentlemanly Capitalism and British Expansion Overseas, 

I: The Old Colonial System, 1688-1850” in Economic History Review, 2nd Series, Cambridge, 

vol.39, no.4, 1986: 501-525. 

Magdoff, H., Imperialism: From the Colonial Age to the Present, Monthly Review Press, 1979 

Robinson, R. and J. Gallagher. Africa and the Victorians: The Official Mind of Imperialism. 

London; New York, 1967. 

Bayly, C.A. Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire. Cambridge, 1988. 

Gallagher, John. Decline, Revival and Fall of the British Empire. Cambridge, 1982. 

Rubinstein, W.D., Capitalism, Culture and Decline in Britain, 1750-1990, Routledge, 1994. 

Habib, Irfan. “Colonization of the Indian Economy”, in Social Scientist Vol.3, no.8, March 
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1975, pp.22-53. 

Harlow, Vincent. The Founding of the Second British Empire 1763-1793. London, 1952. 

Hyam, Ronald. Britain's Imperial Century, 1815-1914 : a study of empire and expansion. 

Lanham, MD, 1993. 

Ingram, Edward. In Defense of British India: Great Britain in the Middle East, 1775-1842. 

London, 1984. 

Marshall, Peter, "The First and Second British Empire: A Question of Demarcation," History, 

49, 1967: 13-23. 

Rivière, Peter. Absent-minded imperialism: Britain and the expansion of empire in nineteenth-

century Brazil. London; New York, 1995. 

Economics of Empire: 
Austen, R. African Economic History: Internal Development and External Dependency. 

London, 1987 

Balachandran, G. "Imperialism: The Auditor's Report. A Review Article," Indian Economic and 

Social History Review, 27 (2), 1990: 229-243. 

Betts, Raymond F. “Imperial Designs: Technology and Economic Development,” in 

Uncertain Dimensions: Western Overseas Empires in the Twentieth Century. Minneapolis, 1985. 

Chatterji, Basudev. Trade, tariffs and empire: Lancashire and British policy in India, 1919-

1939. Delhi, 1992. 

Constantine, Stephen. The Making of British Colonial Development Policy, 1914-1940. London, 

1984. 

Hodgart, A., The Economics of European Imperialism, W W Norton & Co Inc (Np), 1978. 

Davis, Lance E. and Robert A. Huttenback. Mammon and the pursuit of empire : the economics 

of British imperialism. Cambridge; New York, 1988. 

Davis, Lance and Robert A. Huttenback. “Businessmen, the raj and the pattern of government 

expenditures: the British Empire, 1860-1912,” in David W. Galenson, ed. Markets in History. 

Cambridge, 1989. 

Denoon, Donald. Settler Capitalism: the dynamics of dependent development in the southern 

hemisphere. Oxford, 1983. 

Dewey, Clive and Hopkins, A.J. eds. Imperial Impact: Studies in the Economic History of Africa 

and India. London, 1978. 

Drummond, Ian. British Economic Policy and the Empire, 1919-39. London, 1972. 

Fieldhouse, D.K. Economics and Empire, 1830-1914. Ithaca, 1973.  

Fieldhouse, D. K., “Gentlemen, Capitalists, and the British Empire.” Journal of Imperial and 

Commonwealth History 22 (3), 1994: 531-541. 

Havinden, Michael and David Meredith. Colonialism and Development: Britain and its Tropical 

Colonies, 1850-1960.New York, 1993. 

Tignor, Robert. Modernization and British Colonial Rule in Egypt, 1882-1914. Princeton, 1966. 

Rodney, Walter. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Washington D.C., 1981. 

Cain, P.J. and Hopkins, A.G. “Gentlemanly Capitalism and British Expansion Overseas, 1850-

1945” in Economic History Review, 2nd Series, Cambridge, vol.40, no.1, 1987: 1-26. 

O'Brien, Patrick, "The Costs and Benefits of British Imperialism", Past and Present, 120, 1988. 

(response to Davis and Huttenback). 

Bayly, C.A. “Creating a Colonial Peasantry: India and Java c. 1820-1880,” in Mushirul Hasan, et 

al., India and Indonesia from the 1830s to 1914: The Heyday of Colonial Rule. Leiden, 1987. 

Blackburn, Robin. The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery, 1776-1848. London, 1988 

Brass, Tom and Henry Bernstein, "Introduction: Proletarianisation and Deproletarianisation on the 

Colonial Plantation," Journal of Peasant Studies (special issue on indentured labor), 19 (3-4), 

April-July 1992: 1-40. 

Breman, Jan. Labour Migration and rural transformation Colonial Asia. Amsterdam, 1990. 

Breman, Jan and E. Valentine Daniel, "Conclusion: The Making of a Coolie," Journal of Peasant 

Studies (special issue on indentured labor), 19 (3-4), April-July 1992: 268-295. 

Bundy, Colin. “The Emergence and Decline of a South African Peasantry,” African Affairs, 71 

(1972): 369-88. 

Carter, Marina. Servants, Sirdars and Settlers: Indians in Mauritius, 1834-74. Delhi, 1995. 

Cooper, Frederick. “Colonizing Time: Work Rhythms and Labor Conflict in Colonial Mombasa.” 

In Nicholas B. Dirks, ed. Colonialism and Culture. Ann Arbor, 1992. 

Cooper, Frederick. From Slaves to Squatters: plantation labour and agriculture in Zanzibar and 

Coastal Kenya, 1890-1925. Portsmouth, 1997. 

Curtin, Philip D. The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex: Essays in Atlantic History. 2nd 

edition, Cambridge, 1998 [1990]. 

Emmer, P.C. ed. Colonialism and Migration: indentured labour before and after slavery. 
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Dordrecht, 1986. 

Mintz, Sidney. Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History. New York, 1985. 

White, Luise. The Comforts of Home: Prostitution in Colonial Nairobi. Chicago, 1990. 

Prakash, Gyan ed. The World of Rural Labour in Colonial India. Delhi, 1992. 

Tinker, Hugh. A New System of Slavery. London, 1974. 

Colin A. Palmer, The Worlds of Unfree Labour: From Indentured Servitude to Slavery 

James Walvin, Slaves and Slavery: the British Colonial Experience 

Michael Craton, Sinews of Empire: A Short History of British Slave 

Kenneth Morgan, Slavery, Atlantic Trade, and the British Economy, 1660-1800. 

Race, Gender and Space 
Guha, Ranajit. Dominance without hegemony: history and power in colonial India. Cambridge, 

Mass., 1997. 

Mangan, J.A. The Imperial curriculum: racial images and education in the British colonial 

experience. London ; New York, 1993. 

Metcalf, Thomas. Ideologies of the Raj. Cambridge, 1995. 

Stoler, Ann Laura. Race and the Education of Desire. Durham, NC, 1995. 

Burton, Antoinette. Burdens of History: British Feminists, Indian Women and imperial culture, 

1865-1915. Chapel Hill, 1994. 

Callaway, Helen. Gender, Culture and Empire: European Women in Colonial Nigeria, Urbana, 

1987. 

Chaudhuri, N. and Strobel, M. eds. Western Women and Imperialism: Complicity and Resistance, 

Bloomington, 1992. 

Jayawardena, Kumari. The White Woman’s Other Burden: Western Women and South Asia During 

British Colonial Rule. New York, 1995. 

Larsson, Birgitta. Conversion to Greater Freedom? Women, Church and Social Change in 

Northwestern Tanzania under Colonial Rule, Uppsala, 1991. 

McClintock, Anne. Imperial leather : race, gender, and sexuality in the colonial conquest, New 

York : Routledge, 1995. 

Melman, Billie. Women's Orients: English Women and the Middle East, 1718-1918, Ann Arbor, 

1992. 

O’Hanlon, Rosalind. “Issues of Widowhood: Gender and Resistance in Colonial Western India”, 

in Douglas Haynes and Gyan Prakash, ed., Contesting Power: resistance and everyday social 

relations in colonial South Asia. Berkeley, 1991. 

Pedersen, Susan, "National Bodies, Unspeakable Acts: The Sexual Politics of Colonial Policy 

Making," Journal of Modern History, 63 (4) (1991): 647-680. 

Sangari, Kumkum and Vaid, Sudesh. Recasting Women: essays in colonial history. New 

Brunswick, 1990. 

Sinha, Mrinalini. The “Manly Englishman” and the “Effeminate” Bengali in Late Nineteenth 

Century. Manchester, 1995. 

Strobel, Margaret. European Women and the Second British Empire. Bloomington, 1991. 

Strobel, Margaret. "Gender, Sex and Empire" in Michael Adas, ed. Islamic and European 

Expansion: The Forging of a Global Order. Philadelphia, 1993. 

Home, Robert. Of Planting and Planning : the making of British colonial cities. London; New 

York , 1997. 

King, Anthony. Colonial Urban Development: Culture, Social Power and Environment. 

London, 1976. 

King, Anthony. Urbanism, Colonialism and the World Economy: cultural and spatial foundations 

of the world urban system. London; New York, 1990. 

Metcalf, T.R. An Imperial Vision: Indian Architecture and the British Raj. Berkeley, 1989. 

Oldenburg, Veena. The making of colonial Lucknow, 1856-1877. Princeton, 1984. 

Ross, R.J. and Telkamp, G.J. Colonial Cities: essays on urbanism in a colonial context. 

Dodrecht, 1985. 

Geraldine H. Forbes, Women in Colonial India 

Nupur Chaudhuri and Margaret Strobel, eds. Western Women and Imperialism: Complicity and 

Resistance 

Culture and Imperialism 
Brekenridge, Carol A., and Peter van der Veer. “Introduction: Orientalism and the Postcolonial 

Predicament” in Carol A. Brekenridge, and Peter van der Veer, eds. 

Orientalism and the Postcolonial Predicament: Perspectives on South Asia. Philadelphia, 1993: 

1-19. 

Brantlinger, Patrick, “The Genealogy of the Myth of the Dark Continent,” Critical Inquiry, 12, 

1985: 166-203. 
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Cohn, Bernard S. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge. Princeton, 1996. 

Comaroff, John and Jean Comaroff. Ethnography and the Historical Imagination. Boulder: 

Westview, 1992. 

Dirks, Nicholas B. ed. Colonialism and Culture. Ann Arbor,1992. 

Hobsbawm, E.J. and Ranger, T. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge, 1983. 

Inden, Ronald. Imagining India. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1990. 

Kuklick, Henrika. The Savage Within: The Social History of British Anthropology, 1885-1945, 

New York, 1991. 

Mangan, J.A. ed. Making imperial mentalities: socialization and British imperialism. 

Manchester [England]; New York, 1990 

Mitchell, Thomas. Colonizing Egypt. Cambridge, 1988. 

Pratt, Mary Louise. Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation. London, 1992. 

Said, Edward W. Orientalism. New York, 1978. 

Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. New York, 1993. 

Suleri, Sara. Rhetoric of English India. Chicago, 1992. 

Edney, Matthew H. Mapping an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British India, 1765-

1843. Chicago, 1997. 

Eagleton, T., Jameson, F., and Said, EW., Nationalism, Colonialism, and Literature 

C.A. Bayly, ed., The Raj: India and the British, 1600-1947 

C. A. Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire 

Nicholas P. Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain 

P.J. Marshall, The Making and Unmaking of Empires: Britain, India, and America 1750-1783 

Lawrence James, The Raj: The Making and Unmaking of British India 

W. Dalrymple, White Mughals. 

Ending the Empire 
Adas, Michael. Prophets of Rebellion: Millenarian Protest Movements Against the European 

Colonial Order. Chapel Hill, 1979. 

-----, “South Asian Resistance in Comparative Perspective,” in Douglas Haynes and Gyan Prakash, 

eds. Contesting Power: Resistance and Everyday Social Relations in South Asia. Berkeley, 1991: 

290-305. 

Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. 

London, 1991. 

Carruthers, Susan L. Winning Hearts and Minds: British Governments, the media and Colonial 

Counterinsurgency 1944-1960. London, 1995 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist Thought in the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse? 

Minneapolis, 1986. 

Chatterjee, Partha. The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Delhi, 

1993. 

Crummey, Donald. ed. Banditry, Rebellion and Social Protest in Africa. London, 1986. 

Fanon, Frantz. A Dying Colonialism. New York, 1965. 

Fanon, Frantz. The Wretched of the Earth. New York, 1963. 

Geiger, Susan. “Women and African Nationalism,” Journal of Women’s History, 2 (1), Spring 

1990: 227-244. 

Haynes, Douglas and Prakash, Gyan Eds. Contesting Power: resistance and everyday social 

relations in colonial South Asia. Berkeley, 1991. 

Isaacman, Allen, “Peasants and Rural Social Protest in Africa,” African Studies Review, 33 (2), 

September 1990: 1-120. 

Lonsdale, John. “Mau Maus of the Mind: Making Mau Mau and Remaking Kenya.” Journal of 

African History 31 (1990): 393-421. 

Maung Maung, U. From Sangha to Laity: Nationalist Movements of Burma .1920-1940, New 

Delhi: Manohar, 1980. 

Milner, Anthony. The Invention of Politics in Colonial Malaya: Contesting Nationalism and the 

Expansion of the Public Sphere, New York, 1994. 

Ranger, Terence, "African Reactions and Resistance to the Imposition of Colonial Rule in East 

and Central Africa", in L. H. Gann & Peter Duignan, eds. Colonialism in Africa, I 1870-1960. 

Cambridge, 1969: 293-324. 

-----, “The People in African Resistance: A Review,” Journal of Southern African Studies, 4 (1), 

Oct. 1977: 125-146. 

Scott, James C. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Form of Peasant Resistance. Yale, 1985. 

Stokes, Eric. The Peasant and the Raj: Studies in Agrarian Societies and Peasant Rebellion in 

Colonial India. 1978. 

Ansprenger, Franz. Dissolution of the colonial empires. London, 1989. 
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Betts, Raymond. Decolonization .Routledge, 1998. 

Callaghan, John. Great power complex : British imperialism, international crises, and national 

decline, 1914-51. London; Chicago, Ill., 1997. 

Darwin, John. The End of the British Empire: The Historical Debate. Oxford, 1991. 

Gifford, Prosser and Louis, W.R. eds. The Transfer of Power in Africa: Decolonization, 1940-

1960. New Haven, 1982. 

James, Lawrence. Imperial Rearguard, Wars of Empire, 1919-1985. Washington, 1988. 

Louis, Wm. Roger, and Robinson, Ronald, "The Imperialism of Decolonization," Journal of 

Imperial and Commonwealth History, 22 (3), 1994: 462-511. 

Tignor, Robert L. Capitalism and Nationalism at the End of Empire: State and Business in 

Decolonizing Egypt, Nigeria, and Kenya, 1945-1963, Princeton, 1998. 

Wasserman, Gary. The Politics of Decolonization: Kenya Europeans and Land Use, 1960-65 

Cambridge, 1976. 

White, Nicholas J., “Government and Business Divided: Malaya, 1945-57,” Journal of Imperial 

and Commonwealth History, 22 (2): 251-274. 

Gallagher, J. Decline, Revival and Fall of the British Empire. Cambridge, 1982. 

Davidson, Basil. The Black Man's Burden: Africa and the Curse of the Nation-State. 1992. 

Lance E. Davis and Robert A. Huttenback, Mammon and the Pursuit of Empire: The Economics 

of British Imperialism. Cambridge; New York, 1988 

Patrick O'Brien, “The Costs and Benefits of British Imperialism,” Past and Present, 120, 1988. 

(A response to Davis and Huttenback) 

Ronald Robinson and John Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians: the Official Mind of 

Imperialism. 
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HIST-C-DISC-553 Making of The Modern World (1769-1950) 

 

Unit 

No. 
Course Content 

Unit - 

I 

FRENCH REVOLUTION: 1789-99 

1. Revolution: Background and Initial Stage, 1789--1792: 

Cahiers De Doleances, Estates General, Declaration of the Rights of Man & of the 

Citizen. August 4th Decrees and abolition of Feudalism. Civil Constitution of the 

clergy 

2. Jacobins (1792-94) and the Directory (1794-99) 

Sans-culottes. August 10, 1792. National Convention. The Domestic and Foreign 

Policies of the Directory. 

3. Napoleon Bonaparte. 1799-1814: 

The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte Italian and Egyptian campaigns. Administrative 

Reforms. The Continental System - its failure. Fall of Napoleon. 

Unit – 

II 

1. The Triumph of Reactions 1815-1823: 

Vienna Congress and the settlement. 

The concert of Europe and its breakdown. Metternich’s conservatism and Reaction. 

2. Movement for Social Revolution: 

Revolution of 1848, its nature and significance. 

Utopian Socialists: Charles Fourier, Robert Owen, and Saint Simon. 

Karl Marx and Communist Manifesto. 

3. Russia: 1815-1871: 

Crimean War-1854-56 and its consequences, 

Alexander II’s Emancipation of Serfs and other Reforms. 

4. The Triumph of Free Trade: 

Industrial Revolution in England (The Development of Railways) 

Industrialization of Europe 

Unit – 

III 

1. Unification of Italy: 

The Struggle between Conservatism and liberalism. Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi. 

The Stages of Italian Unification. 

2. Unification of Germany: 

The struggle for power and leadership between Prussia and Austria. 

Bismarck. Wars of unification. Franco-Prussian War, 1870. Treaty of Frankfurt. 

3. East Asia: 

China: Western penetration. Opium Wars. Treaty of Nanking. Taiping Rebellion. 

Japan: Collapse of the Shogunate. Meiji Restoration. 

4. New Imperialism: 

The nature of colonial Expansion. 

Rise of New Imperialism: political and Social interpretations - Robert Seeley, Cecil 

Rhodes, 

Rudyard Kipling etc. 

Economic interpretations - Hobson, Lenin, Hilferding, Robinson- Gallaghar etc. 

Unit – 

IV 

The European powers and tine Ottoman Empire 1870-1914 

The accession of Sultan Abdul Hamid. Financial crisis in Ottoman Empire (1875-

1878) 

Russo- Tuskish war of 1877. Treaty of San Stephano. Treaty of Berlin. The Two 

Balkan Wars. 

Awakening in the Arab World: 

Young Ottoman Movement. Ziya Gokalp. Young Turk Revolution of 1905. 

Suez Canal. Struggle for Freedom and Reform in Egypt. 

Arab Uprising. Dual control of England and France: 

Czarist Regime—Last Phase 
The Bolshevik Revolution - Causes. March Revolution. October Revolution. Lenin. 

Unit - 

V 

World War I New Groupings of European states. The July crisis of 1914. Military 

and Diplomatic Background of World War I. Factors behind the defeat of the 

Central powers. 

World War II: Colonial Rivalries, Nationalist Movements, Rise of Fascism, 

Colonial, Military and Diplomatic Background of World War II, 

Rise of new world order 
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Suggested Readings: 

 

1. G. Lefebvre : Coming of the French Revolution. 

2. Francois Furet : Revolutionary France 1770-1880. 

3. Michel Vovelle : The Fall of the French monarchy 1787-1792. 

4. Peter Mcphee : The French Revolution 1789-1799. 

5. William Doyle : The Oxford History of the French Revolution. 

6. Florin Aftalion : The French Revolution: An economic interpretation. 

7. A Cobban : Social interpretation of the French Revolution. 

8. A Soboul : The Parisian Sansculottes and the French Revolution 1793-04. 

9. Leo Gershoy IM. : The French Revolution and Napoleon. 

10. Thompson G. : Napoleon Bonaparte: His rise and fall. 

11. Lefevre Peter : Napoleon 2 vols. 

12. Geyl Abbott : Napoleon. 

13. May, A : Life of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

14. Haas, Arthur G. : The Age of Metternich 

15. Harold Nicholson : Metternich. 

16. Jonathan Sperber : The Congress f Vienna. 

17. Smith, D. Mack : The European Revolutions 1848-1850. 

18. Christopher Duggan : Cavour and Garibaldi, 1860. 

19. Hearder & Waley : A Concise history of Italy. 

20. S. Pinson : A Short History of Italy. 

21. E.J. Passant : Modern Germany 

22. Ralph Flenley : Short History of Germany 1815-1945. 

23. A.J.P. Taylor : Modern German History. 

24. T.S. Hamerow : Bismarck. 

25. Florinsky : Otto Von Bismarck. 

26. Nicholas V. Riasanovsky : Russia, A Short History. 

27. Pares : A History of Russia. 

29. J.P. T. Bury : France, 1814-1914. 

30. Agatha Ramm : Germany 1789-1919. 

31. Thomson, David : Europe Since Napoleon. 

32. Lipson, E. : Europe in the 19th Century and 20th Century. 

33. Clyde, Paul Hibbert : The Far East. 

34. Latourette, K.S. : A History of Japan. 

35. Chesneaux, Jean : China from the opium war to 1911 Revolution. 

36. Beckmann, George M. : The Modernization of China and Japan. 

37. Jaroslav Krejci : Great Revolutions Compared. 

38. Wheat Croff, Andrew : The World Atlas of Revolutions. 

39 EJ. Hobsbawn: The Age of Empire, 1875-1915. 

40. David Thomson: Europe since Napoleon. 

41. Agatha Ramm: Germany 1789-1919. 

42. William L. Langer: Diplomacy of Imperialism. 

43. William L. Langer: European Alliances & Alignments. 

44. Armajani & Ricks: The Middle East, Past and Present. 

45.M.S. Anderson: The Ascendancy of Europe 1815-1914. 

46.. G.P. Gooch: Studies in the Diplomacy and Statecraft, 

47. Lipson, E.: Europe in the 19th Century and 20th Century. 

50. Andrew Porter: European Imperialism, 1860-1914. 

51. . Norman Stone: Europe Transformed 1878-1919. 

52. James Joll: The Origins of the First World War. 

53. Pinson; Modern Germany. 

54. Erich Eyck: Bismarck and the German Empire. 

55. A. Cobban: A History of Modern France, 3 vols. 

56. Geiss, ImanueI: German Foreign Policy, 1871-1914. 

57. Laurence Lafore: The Long Fuse. . 

58. AJ.P. Taylor: Bismarck: 

59. Alan Wood:The Origins of the Russian Revolution 1861-1917. 

60. Jaroslav Krejci: Great Revolutions Compared. 

61. Andrew Wheat Croft: The World Atlas of Revolutions. 

62. IP. J. Bury: France 1814-1914 

63. LaTourette, K.S.:A History of Modern China. 
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64. Clyde, Paul Hibbert: The Far East. 

65. Florinsky, M.T.: Russia. 
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HIST-IDC-554 Gender in History 

 

Unit 

No. Course Content 

Unit - 

I 
Introduction to Gender history 

- Gender as a category of Historical analysis 

o Invisibility of women in History 

- Interdisciplinary approaches of Gender history  

- Methodologies of Gender history 

- Key concepts: body, class, caste,  feminism, gender, 

masculinity, patriarchy, and sexual division of labour 

Development of Feminist thought  

 First wave feminism 

o Marxist feminism  

o Socialist Feminism  

 Second wave Feminism 

 Third wave feminism  

Emergence of Gender history in India 

Unit – 

II 
The position of women in pre-modern India - I (Ancient 

Period) 

 Different debates (Altekar’s paradigm and its critique, 

Orientalist construction of gender relations in ancient India, 

etc…)  

 Historical representation of women (literary and inscriptional 

references) 

 Women in different religious traditions, viz. Brahmanical 

(Vedic and post-Vedic period), Buddhist and Jain. 

o Women in bhakti tradition (Karaikkal Ammai, Andal, 

Akkamadevi, Meerabai, etc.) 

 The construction of womanhood - marriage, family and caste 

Unit – 

III 
The position of women in pre-modern India - II (Medieval 

period) 

 Women in the public sphere (rulers, patrons and livelihood 

earners) 

- Masculinity of the Mughal court culture (body  and  emotions;  

norms  of  masculinity;  love,  eros  and devotion in mystical 

thought) 

- Women’s agency – Imperial women (Mughal  marriages  with  

Rajput  women; Nur  Jahan and Razia Sultana)  

- Women  in  everyday  life: harem, women  and law and gender 

relations in the  household 

 Marginalized women (devadasi, courtesans and prostitutes) 

Unit – 

IV 
The position of women in Modern India 

 Culture as a critical site of constructions of gender 

- The bhadramahila, sati, female honor, age of consent bill, widow 

remarriage, child marriage and purdah.  

 Social reform movements in the 19th century C.E.  

-  Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj, Prarthana Samaj and Aligarh 

Movement   

 Women in private/public sphere (women, education and work) 

- Women’s  rights (19th and 20th centuries C.E. legislations, 

which related to women’s issue - Regulation XVII of 1829, 

Regulation VI of 1802, Widow Remarriage Act of 1856, India 

Act V of 1843, the Age of Consent Act, 1891, Child Marriage 

Restraint Act of 1929, etc.) 

 Women education (19th and 20th centuries C.E.) 

- Government (Wood’s Despatch, 1854; Hunter Commission of 

1882, The Sadler Committee and the Sergeant Committee 

recommendations of the 20th century C.E.) 

- Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule, Tarabhai Shinde and  Pandita 
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Ramabhai 

- Missionary activities  

Unit - 

V 
Women’s Movement 

 Women and Indian national movement 

- Gandhi and women  

- Participation of women in the Indian  national movement  

 Women’ questions  

- E.V. Ramasami (Thanthai Periyar) and women  

- Sarojini Naidu 

 Women’s Organizations   

- All India Women's Conference 
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HIST-ALIF-555 Principles and Methods of Archaeology 

Unit No. Course Content 

  

Unit - I Introduction to Archaeology 

 Archaeology: definition, scope, relation with history and 

 science 

 Terms in archaeology: culture, assemblage 

 History of Archaeology in India 

  

Unit - II Methods of Data Retrieval 

 Chance discoveries; Explorations – types and methods, 

 Surveying 

 Excavations – definition, types and techniques, 

 stratigraphy 

 Methods of recording, preparation of sections and plans, 

 three dimensional recording 
  

Unit - III Chronology and Dating Methods 

 Relative chronology: Stratigraphy, Typology 

 Absolute methods: Radiocarbon, Thermoluminiscence, 

 Dendrochronology, Potassium-argon, Pollen analysis, 

 Fluorine test, Obsidian hydration 

  

Unit - IV Post-Excavation Analysis 

 Classification of objects, recording methods – Drawing, 

 Photography 

 Scientific analysis of excavated remains, reconstruction 

 of socio-economic aspects, report writing 
  

Unit - V Field visit 

 Excavated archaeological sites in Northeast India, tour 

 report 
  

 

 

Suggested Readings 

Archaeological Site Manual (1994) Museum of London, London. 

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (1988) A History of Indian Archaeology from the Beginning to 

1947, Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi. 

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006) The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology: The 

Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century, OUP, Delhi. 

Drewett, L. Peter (1999) Field Archaeology – An Introduction, UCL Press, London. 

Ghosh, A. (1989) An Encyclopaedia of Indian Archaeology, Vol. I, Munshiram 

Manoharlal Publishers Private Ltd., New Delhi.  
Hodder, I. (1991) Archaeological Theory in Europe: The Last Thirty Years, 

Blackwell Publishers, Oxford. 

Indian Archaeology – A Review, Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi.  
Rajan, K. (2002) Archaeology – Principles and Methods, Manoo Pathippakam, Thanjavur. 

Renfrew, Colin and Paul Bahn (1991) Archaeology: Theories Methods and Practice, Thames 

and Hudson, London. 
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HIST-VBC-556 Caste and Tribes in Indian History 

 

Unit No. Course Content 

  

Unit - I Approaches towards caste and tribe: Marxist, Colonial, 

 Orientalist, Nationalist, and Subalterns, Dalit (tribe- 

 caste-peasant continuum) 

  

Unit - II Caste and Tribes in Ancient and Medieval India: 

 Varna, Jati (Mlecchas and Asuras), Bhakti movements, 

 state policy towards caste and tribes 

  

Unit - III Caste in Colonial India: Policy of the colonial state 

 towards caste (pre-1857); Policy of the Colonial State 

 (post-1857): the role of census and ethnography; Indian 

 Renaissance and caste issues; Perriyar and the Dravidian 

 Movement; Nationalist debates on caste (Gandhi and 

 Ambedkar); Temple entry movements 

  

Unit - IV Tribes in Colonial India: Criminalising the tribes; 

 Denotified tribes; Colonial policy of sedentarisation; 

 Tribal movements in colonial India: Birsa Munda, 

 Rampas, Dangs 

  

Unit - V Caste and Tribes in Post-Colonial India: 

 Caste: Caste reservation (the Mandal Commission), Dalit 

 Panthers movement, Caste 

 Politics and the Bahujan Samaj Party. 

 Tribes: Nehru, Elwin and the Northeast; the 6th schedule 

 and reservation; identity movements among the tribes; 

 policy on criminal tribes; development in tribal areas 

 (Jarkhand and Chattisgarh) 

  

 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Braj Rajan Mani, Debrahmanising History: Dominance and Resistance in Indian Society,  
Manohar, New Delhi, 2008. 
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S. Bhattacharya and C. Rao (ed.), Past of Outcastes, Orient Blackswan, New Delhi, 2010. S. 

Jaiswal, Caste: Origin, Funtions, and Dimensions of Change, Manohar, Delhi, 2000. 

BR Ambedkar, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: writings and speeches, ed. By Vasant Moon, 

15 vols., education Department, Govt. of Maharahtra, 1987-97. 

Meena Radhakrishnan, Denotified Tribes,  
KS Singh (ed.) Tribal Movements in India, Manohar-IIAS, 

DD Kosambi, Myth and Reality, Popular, Bombay, 1962.  
DD Kosambi, The Culture and Civilisation of Ancient India in Historical India, Vikas, 1965. 

DD Kosambi, An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Popular, Bombay, 1956. 

RS Sharma, Sudras in Ancient India, Motilal, New Delhi, 1958.  
RS Sharma, Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in ancient India, Motialal, New Delhi, 

1991. 

Jyoti Rao Phule, Selected Writings, ed. By JP Deshpande, 1873. 

Rosalind O’Hanlon, Caste Conflicts and Ideology: Mahatma Jotirao Phule and the Low caste 

protest in nineteenth century western India, CUP, Delhi, 1985. 

Rosalind O’Hanlon, A Comparison women and men: Tarabai Shinde and the critics of gender 

relations in colonial India, Delhi, OUP, 1994. 

Gail Omvedt, Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahmin movement in Western 

India, 1873-1830, Bombay, 1976. 

Gail Omvedt, Dalits and the Democratic Revolution: Dr. ambedkar and the Dalit Movement in 

Colonial India, Sage, Delhi, 1994. 

Gail Omvedt, Dalit Vision, Delhi, Orient Longman, 1995.  
Gail Omvedt, Buddhism in India: challenging Brakmanism and Caste, Delhi, Sage, 2003. 

Elanor Zalliot, From Untouchables to Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement, Delhi, 

Manohar, 1996.  
MSA Rao, Social Movements in India, Delhi, Manohar, 2000. 

Kancha Ilaiah, Post Hindu India, Sage, 2010.  
Chinna Rao (ed.) Dividings Dalit, Rawat, 2010. 

Movies:  
Jabbar Patel 

India Untouched, Lenin (Documentary) Tishri Ajadi 

 

 

 

 

 


